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Edmonton, July 2nd, 1935. 


To His Honour, 


W. L. WALSH, | 
Lieutenant Governor of the Province of Alberta. 


Sir,— 


I have the honour to transmit herewith the Report of the 
Department of Municipal Affairs for the vear 1934. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


GEORGE HOADLEY, 
Acting Minster of Municipal Affairs. 


Edmonton, Alberta, 
July 2nd, 1935. 
Yonourable H. W. Allen, 
Minister of Municipal Affairs, 
Edmonton, Alberta. 
Si 


I have the honour to submit herewith the Twenty-third 
Annual Report of the Department of Municipal Affairs, for the 
year 1934. 


The report is compiled from financial statements furnished 
by the various Municipalities, and covers 7 Cities, 53 Towns, 147 
Villages and 163 Municipal Districts. A brief summary of the 
financial positions of the Municipalities, as shown by statements 
included herewith, is as follows: 


CITIES (7) 


The tax levy for 1934 increased $120,000.00 over the levy of 
1933. Owing to the manner in which the annual returns of the 
Cities are prepared it is difficult to extract the Tax Receipts for 
the year. 


The unpaid temporary loans, as compared with 1933, 
Increased by a little over $1,000,000.00; but, on the other hand, 
the debenture liability at the end of 1934 was $1,400,000.00 less 
' than as at the end of 1933. 


TOWNS (53) 


The tax levy in the Towns was reduced by $41,300.00 in 1934 
as compared with 1933. ‘Total receipts, excluding debentures, 
loans and trust moneys, increased by $118,000.00 in 1934, and the 
cash balance at the end of the year was $24,000.00 in excess of 
the balance at the end of 1933. 


Temporary unpaid loans to the various banks were reduced 
by approximately $65,000.00 as compared with 1933. 


Debenture liability was reduced by $109,000.00 during 1924, 
but as debentures totalling $16,000.00 were issued during 1934, 
the net reduction was $93,000.00. The $16,000.00 was issued as 
to $14,000.00 by the Town of Raymond under Chapter 59 of the 
1934 Statutes and $2,000.00 by the Town of Lacombe for side- 
walks. 


VILEAGHS (147) 


The tax levy imposed by the various Villages was reduced by 
$8,300.00 in 1934, and the receipts, excluding debentures, loans 
and trust moneys, increased by nearly $18,000.00, and the cash 
balance at the end of the year showed an increase of $1,200.00, 
after taking into account all outstanding cheques. The amount 
borrowed on temporary loans increased over 1933 by $2,000.00, 
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while the repayments under this head were $2,000.00 less than 
in 1933. Debentures were issued by the Village of Blackie 
amounting to $1,500.00, and the Village of Islay issued debentures 
amounting to $1,400.00, but as at the end of 1934 had only sold 
approximately $500.00 worth of this issue. 


Two new villages were formed during the year, namely, 
Forest Lawn and Albert Park. 


MUNICIPAL DISTRICTS (163) 


The assessable acreage increased by 300,000 acres over 1933, 
and the total assessed valuation increased a little over 
$1,000,000.00. 


There was a slight increase in the Municipal mill rate in 1934 
over previous years, this being the first increase recorded since 
1930. The average mill rates are shown below :— 


Average, 192851930) 22 ee eee 10.80 mills. 
TOO Vin 2 ees Sean enone ee 10.31 mills. 
1932.5 2e eluant ee ene 9.34 mills. 
POS Ss es Bie ee oy Sener 8.51 mills. 
MOB Ae sents hake si valet 8.57 mills. 


The current levy for Municipal purposes increased by 
$46,000.00 over 1933, and total receipts, except loans and trust 
funds in 1934 showed an increase of $579,009.00. 


Unpaid temporary loans due the various banks at the end of 
1934 were approximately $125,000.00 less than at the end of. 
1933. 


No debentures were issued by Municipal Districts in 1934, 
and the outstanding unpaid debentures were reduced by over 
$4,000.00. The total unpaid debentures now stand at less than 
$9,000.00, apportioned among the following Municipal Districts: 


Wiarner Now 30 Sorta at A Oar te oh en OC $ 265.00 
Keoma No. 249452 tee eee ee ee eee re 3,220.00 
Bertawan gNowcueleeee ers Sad cee co RA Matas oe 5,412.90 

RO Gallic tite aint: al ee ee ea eta Weep tr ie es $ 8,897.90 


It should be noted that the $265.00 for Municipal District 
of Warner No. 36 is the amount of a coupon which had not been 
presented for payment, but funds were available in a trust 
account to meet it when presented. 


SPECIAL MUNICIPAL AREAS 


As there are indications of considerable development in the 
formation of Special Municipal Areas in the south-eastern part of 
the Province there is being appended to the Annual Report of the 
Department, for the first time, a report on the Special Municipal 
Areas of Tilley East and Berry Creek, they being the only ones 
under organization in 1934. 
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LEGISLATION. 


During the 1935 Session of the Legislature the following Acts 
or Amending Acts were placed on the Statutes, all of which have 
a bearing on the work of Towns, Villages and Municipal Districts, 
and the Department :— 

The Grasshopper Bait Indebtedness Act. 

The Public Highways Act, 1929, Amendment Act, 1935. 

The Taxation of Interests in Crown Lands, Relief Act. 

The Pipe Line Taxation Act Amendment Act, 1935. 


The Domestic Animals Act (Municipalities) Amendment 
Act, 19385. 


The Tax Consolidation Act, 1927, Amendment Act, 1935. 


The Tax Consolidation Agreements (Extension of time for 
Payment Act). 


The Electric Power Taxation Act Amendment Act, 1935. 


The Department of Municipal Affairs Act Amendment Act, 
1935: 


The Alberta Municipal Assessment Commission Act. 


The Temporary Seed Grain Advances Act, 1934, Continua- 
tion Act, 1935. 


The Tilley East and Berry Creek Areas Act Amendment Act, 
1935. 


The Municipal District Act Amendment Act, 1935. 
The Town and Village Act Amendment Act, 1935. 
The Tax Recovery Act, 1929, Amendment Act, 1935. 
The Local Tax Arrears Consolidation Act, 1935. 


EK. L. GRAY, 
Deputy Minster. 
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APPENDIX. 
SPECIAL MUNICIPAL AREAS. 


TILLY EAST ARRFA. 


This area consists of that part of the Province lying to the 
south of the Red Deer River, to the east of the line between 
Ranges Ten and Eleven, West of the Fourth Meridian, to the west 
of the easterly boundary of the Province, and to the north of the 
South Saskatchewan River. It contains approximately 1,566,805 
acres, which may be classified on a basis of ownership, as follows: 


Titled Lands, 

Tax Recovery Lands, 
Dominion Grazing Leases, 
Antelope Reserve, 


Special Areas Board Lands: 
(a) Grazing Leases, 
(b) Crop Leases, 
(c) Head Tax and Community Leases, 
(d) Vacant Land and Proposed Community Leases. 


Grazing leases have been issued since 1933, all lands until 
then having been held by the renters under allotment. The ren- 
tals charged are from 2c to 3c an acre, including taxes, the rate 
being determined by the value of the lease as a grazing unit; this, 
of necessity, is controlled by the value of pasture and available 
water supply. 


Considerable acreage is under crop leases which call for one- 
sixth or one-fifth crop share, according to local conditions. 


Three Head Tax and Community Lease Areas have been 
established :— 


(a) Bowell North Head Tax District by O/C. 634/33. 
(b). Pipe Line Head fax Distietsby, O/@2Gs5, aor 
(c) Bingville Head Tax District by O/C. 636/33. 


These projects were brought into being in 1933, but much 
development work and planning was done during 1934 to put 
these schemes on a better working basis. A fee of $1.00 per head 
for horses and 60e per head for cattle is charged for stock running 
under permit, on the land thus set aside. Development of water 
supplies has been commenced on these areas. To increase the 
water supply in Bowell North Head Tax District, water holes were 
developed on Sections 28 and 34, in Township 15, Range 6; rail- 
way grade through Section 24, in Township 14, Range 7, was 
repaired; this makes a particularly good dam and holds a con- 
siderable water supply; water holes were developed on Section 
34, in Township 15, Range 7, which furnishes a much needed 
water supply in this particular neighbourhood; additional work 
was performed on dam located on Sections 27 and 34, in Town- 
ship 14, Range 7, by way of rip-rapping and improving of spill- 
way. A dam was erected on Section 29, in Township 13, Range 6, 
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at a cost of $600.00. This was built with a view to enlargement 
in the future, the base being so constructed that upon completion 
there will be a depth of over 15 feet of water. The present con- 
struction provides for approximately 714 feet of water. Lack of 
funds prevented completion in 1934. 


Tree planting at one of the dam sites (Sec. 27-13-6-W. 4th M.) 
was attempted this year and the result of this experiment was 
encouraging. This phase of the work in the Tilley East Area 
should receive more concentrated effort and trees other than 
poplar and willow should be tried. 


Since the establishment of the Pipe Line Head Tax District 
water has been obtained from the C.P.R. pipe line for which an 
annual rental is paid to the Company. Without this water supply 
the Head Tax scheme would cease to exist. 


Further development work was done on Reddy Spring lo- 
cated on Sec. 18, in Township 16, Range 6, in the Bingville Head 
Tax District, to improve the water supply at this point. At 
Shannon Springs, situated on Sections 19 and 30, in Township 
17, Range 5, an attempt was made to utilize the supply of water 
at this point to better advantage. Testing for a water supply 
was carried on in the neighbourhood of the South-East Quarter 
of Section 18, in Township 16, Range 6, (the old Purdy Ranch 
Headquarters) . 


Further work was done in 1934 on the Tide Lake Dam 
located on Sec. 7, in Township 19, Range 9, it having been found 
necessary to enlarge the spillway, besides doing additional work 
by rip-rapping. In the Peerless Head Tax District, though not at 
present in operation, it was found necessary to make an endea- 
vour to obtain a water supply to serve a considerable area of 
erazing land in Townships 19 and 20, Range 8. Construction of 
a dam on Section 4, in 20-8 was commenced, the location having 
been chosen after consultation with resident settlers. When this 
dam is completed it will hold water to the depth of 18 feet at the 
face of the dam. With this object in view the base was con- . 
structed so as to permit of enlargement in the future. It is esti- 
mated the present structure will give a depth of approximately 
10 feet of water. Funds would not permit of further work on 
this project. 


It is gratifying to report that conditions in the Tilley East 
Area have manifestly improved since the administration was 
taken over by the Board. Prior to this there was no organized 
effort to utilize hundreds of thousands of acres of vacant lands, 
the orderly use of which has resulted in a large acreage of “waste 
land” being brought to the point of usefulness by development of 
water supplies at strategic points, thus encouraging the raising 
of stock by those settlers who had to depend on the raising of 
wheat for a livelihood which has proven, over a period of vears, 
very unreliable in that area. 
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BERRY CREEK AREA 


This area comprises 61 townships, or approximately 1,350,-. 
000 acres, on which reside some 400 families who, together with 
residents of the hamlets, make a population of some 2,000. It is 
best suited for stock raising and contains 15,000 horses and 
cattle, and 20,000 sheep. The policy has been to distribute the 
available lands to the best advantage of individual needs, giving 
access to existing water supplies to as many settlers as possible, at 
a rental charge of 214c per acre. The distribution of lands has 
been somewhat delayed, especially in the northern part of the 
Area, due to the fact that a large percentage of the lands were 
held by absentee owners who were making no use of them. The 
Tax Sale of 1933 brought to the control of the Board, in October, 
1934, some 900 parcels, and the Tax Sale of 1934 will bring 1,000 
more in June, 1935; this will give the Board control of opproxi- 
mately 70% of the lands in the Area. 


The lack of water being the most serious problem in making 
use of lands, the Board authorized the construction of 11 dams 
in the fall of 1934, located as follows: 


N.W. 14,-35-23-11-W. 4th M.—On East Berry Creek—250 feet long and 8 
feet high; this will back up water for one mile. 

S.W. %,-10-25-10-W. 4th M.—Length 200 feet; height 10 feet. 

N.E. %4-10-25-10-W. 4th M.—Length 300 feet; height 7 feet. 

S.W. 14-33-26-10-W. 4th M.—Length 150 feet; height 10 feet. 

S.E. %-17-26-11-W. 4th M.—Length 200; feet; height 15 feet. 

S.W. %4- 4-27-11-W. 4th M.—Length 300 feet; height 7 feet. 


Between Sections 20 and 21 in 27-10-W. 4th M.—Length 300 feet; height 
6 feet. 


S. 14-28-28-10-W. 4th M.—Length 300 feet; height 15 feet. 
N.E. %-19-25-13-W. 4th M.—Length 200 feet; height 7 feet. 


Between Sections 9 and 16, in 26-13-W. 4th M.—Length 200 feet; height 
6 feet. 


N.E. %4-28-27-12-W. 4th M.—tLength 200 feet; height 7 feet. 


These dams will serve two purposes, namely, the irrgation of 
hay meadows and the watering of stock. 


In addition to the construction of dams on which approxi- 
mately $4,000.00 was expended, the Board regraded and main- 
tained 60 miles of main road, made fills, cleared weeds, and main- 
tained other graded roads, expending in all some $15,000.00, 
which was made up of $9,000.00 cash, the balance representing 
50% of arrears of municipal taxes and direct relief. 


Old cultivation on abandoned farms has been a problem; the 
native grasses do not seem to return after the land has been under 
cultivation. The Board is endeavouring to assist the settlers to 
re-grass these lands, which constitute a large part of the Area, 
with Crested Wheat grass. With the co-operation of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, seed plots have been established at Oliver 
and Vermilion farms, and seed from these plots is being distri- 
buted to the residents of the Area so that they, in turn, may have 
seed plots of their own. 
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Fifteen Committeemen were elected by the residents of the 
Area to assist the Board and to act in an advisory capacity in 
formulating policies and in working out individual problems. A 
joint meeting was held in October for the purpose of discussing 
the affairs of the Area. 


On the whole, with the low overhead, taxes have been reduced 
by approximately 50% and, with the progress that has been made 
in the ground work, prospects for the success of the scheme 
appear to be good. 
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Temporary Loans 


Outstanding | Outstanding || Outstanding 
Dec. 31, 1933 | Dec. 31,1934 || Dec. 31, 1933 
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Outstanding 
Dec. 31,1934 
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$ 35,661.87 


Note: 


1934. 


The villages not mentioned above had neither an outstanding temporary loan or 
Debenture debt at December 31st, 


The debenture balance shown as outstanding in this statement does not include unpaid 
coupons, unsold debentures, etc. For total debenture indebtedness under all headings 
see “Liabilities Statement.” 
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